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 Born to parents, 

Peggy and Nelson Condit on 

August 17, 1949,  only God 

surely knew what a spirit 

filled life Baby Cristina 

would  lead.   

 Cristina's academic 

profile and resume is exten-

sive.  She spent her first 

year of college at Lynchburg 

College.  Through a  2-year 

Peace Corps program, she 

spent two years in Cali Co-

lumbia and one year in Si-

erra Leone, Africa where she 

taught herself to play the 

guitar!   Back in the states, 

she got her Masters from 

Oregon State Univ. and 

taught at Western Missouri 

State Univ.   Cristina re-

ceived her Doctorate here in 

North Carolina and taught 

nutrition at Appalachian 

State University.  

 She was Hispanic 

Minister for the Diocese of 

WNC in the early nineties. 

She then became rector of  

 

the Church of the Transfigu-

ration in Saluda, N.C.  Later, 

she became St. Stephen's 

parish priest.  Cristina held 

the positions of Clinical 

Chaplain I and II here at the 

WNC Youth Facility for the 

past eight years.   

 Cristina was a 

source of hope to anyone in 

need. She was a translator 

for the Hispanic community 

in both Asheville and Mor-

ganton areas.  She was ac-

tive with the Rotary and 

Episcopal churches in Mor-

ganton.  She was also on the 

Committee to Dismantle 

Racism.  We were all blessed 

and privileged to know her.  

She had a positive energy 

and delightful wit about her, 

always returning to her 

Heavenly Father as the 

source and Giver of all possi-

bilities.  Her most frequent 

advice to any problem was, 

òWhatever you decide, do it 

with love and grace, as He 

would have you to do and as 

He would do for you.ó   

 In her final hours, 

He kept His Word.  She was 

surrounded by love and 

grace as her brother, Tom, 

and several of her closest 

friends encircled her with 

their love through prayer, 

presence, and peace.  His 

grace was indeed with heré 

Vaya Con Dios, our friend, 

until we meet again.  

In memory of Christina Condit    
 August 17, 1949ñApril 23, 2010 

May 23, 2010 

Feast of Absalom 

Jones Day at St. 

Stephenõs Church 

The Leaders of the recent com-
memoration of Absalom Jones Day 
at St. Stephen's Church. Absalom 
Jones was the first African American 
to be ordained a priest in the Episco-
pal Church in 1804. 

The Rev. Cristina Condit  



Church in Marion from July 11th ñ

17th.   

Please see Kay or Mike Jen-

kins if you are interested.    

The original plan to host a towel min-

istry camp at St. Maryõs has been 

cancelled due to a large group we 

were hosting from VA cancelling out.    

Youth of St. Maryõs are invited to par-

ticipate in the Towel Ministry camp 

taking place at St. Johnõs Episcopal 

The church calendar is based on seasons. 

Each season has its own mood and theologi-

cal emphasis. The seasons are often marked 

by the colors of church hangings and vest-

ments, scriptural readings, and themes for 

preaching.  

The first Season of the Church year is Ad-

vent,  a season of hopeful anticipation of 

God's breaking into our world. Advent 

starts four Sundays prior to Christmas  

Day. Altar decorations and vestments are 

usually Blue or Purple. Blue is used to repre-

sent water in the Creation and the water of 

Baptism. Purple is also used and represent 

royalty. Many mark this time of anticipation 

by the use of an Advent  Wreath.  

Christmas  is the season when we proclaim 

the unique nature of Jesus Christ. The sea-

son of Christmas  is short lasting only 

twelve (12) days. Starting on December 25 th  

and ending on January 5 th  which is the 

Twelfth Night.  

Epiphany is always on January 6th . The 

word Epiphany means " showing forth ", 

"revelation " or "manifestation ". Epiphany  

commemorates Christ's first manifestation 

to the Gentiles as the promised Messiah, 

symbolized by the visit of the Wise Men. 

After the Epiphany, the Sunday Gospels 

focus on other revelations such as the 

Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist and 

the marriage feast at Cana.  Epiphany  

and the weeks following are a time to 

ponder and meditate on the coming of 

light to the whole world in Jesus Christ, a 

time for rededication of ourselves to our 

missionary task and spreading the light of 

Christ's forgiving and redeeming love . The 

colors are white  on the day of Epiphany 

and the remainder of the season is green. 

The color green symbolizes hope, life  and 

growth .  

Lent , a term derived from Anglo -Saxon, 

means "long days" or "spring". It dates 

from the fourth century and was a time of 

special discipline for those preparing for 

baptism on Easter. Over time, it became a 

period of fasting and penitence for all in 

preparation for Easter . Lent , is a period 

of forty days excluding Sundays which are 

considered feast days and starts the forti-

eth weekday before Easter. This, the 

starting day of Lent  is Ash Wednesday . 

The color of the season of Lent is purple.  

Holy Week  is the period of seven days 

before Easter  and a time when we com-

memorate the events and circumstances of 

the Lord's last days on earth. The first day 

of Holy Week  is Passion Sunday  or 

Palm Sunday . This is the day we com-

memorate Christ's entry into Jerusalem. 

The color is purple or red. Often, crosses in 

the church are veiled to symbolize the 

shadows of betrayal, trial, suffering, and 

death. Maundy Thursday  is the day just 

prior to Good Friday . White is the color 

for the celebration of the Eucharist on 

Maundy Thursday. At the completion of 

the Eucharist, the altar is traditionally 

stripped of everything save the cross to 

symbolize the stripping of Christ of his 

garments. On Maundy Thursday  we 

remember the Lord's washing the feet of 

the apostles, his agony, betrayal and arrest 

in the garden of Gethsemane. Good Fri-

day  is the day when Christ was crucified. 

Services are held in many churches at noon 

in remembrance of the noon hour crucifix-

ion. This is the time when the faithful 

meditate upon the cross and the last hours 

and words of our Lord. Holy Week  comes 

to an end on Easter Eve . The Vigil of 

Easter , an ancient service, is celebrated 

between sunset Saturday and sunrise 

Easter Day . On this the day of resurrec-

tion, includes the lighting of the Paschal 

candle, recalling of the Passover and deliv-

erance of our Hebrew forbearers, Bap-

tisms, Confirmations, Renewal of Baptism 

Vows, followed by the joyful celebration of 

the Easter  Eucharist.   

 

Towel Camp Now at St. Johnõs in July 

Liturgical Seasons of the Church  

ECW officers from St. Stephenõs 

and St. Maryõs Attend Foothills 

Deanery Meeting  
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  Carrie Thomp-

son was born in Avery 

County, NC.  She was raised 

in Roan Mountain, NC and 

attended East Tennessee 

State University in Johnson 

City, TN.   

 She has worked in 

nursing for over 25 years, 

mostly in Burke County.  She 

and her husband moved here 

for work.  While working at  

Britthaven in Morganton, she 

met her best friend and fellow 

cancer survivor, Hazel 

Donaldson.  She has one 

lovely daughter and two pre-

cious grandchildren, Ethan 

and Emma.   

 Carrie loves gardening, 

fishing, and crafts.   

 

 Connie Smith is origi-

nally from Burke County, 

but spent most of her life 

working in purchasing and 

raising her family in Hous-

ton, TX.  She and her dearly 

remembered husband have 

a daughter, of Connieõs 

home, and a son, who lives 

with his family in Texas.  

Meet Carrie Thompson  

Meet Connie Smith  

Join us and find a spiritual home in St. 

Maryõs Episcopal Church.  We are liberals 

and conservatives, evangelicals and catholics, 

contemplatives and activists, seekers and in-

quirers.  We are a diverse, welcoming, and 

supportive congregation.  Our worship in-

fuses the ancient liturgy of the church with 

energy and enthusiasm, wholehearted sing-

ing, and informed and evangelical preaching.   

At St. Maryõs everyone will know your name! 
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Welcome New Members!  

Children enjoyed an egg hunt on Easter Sunday  

 Connie helps take 

care of her mother, who 

lives with her brother, 

Harmon.    

 Connie  enjoys volun-

teering Tuesday and Thurs-

day evenings at Grace Hos-

pital.  She also likes to gar-

den and cook.   


